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Teaching Diverse Learners 
in (School) Subjects
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1. Fundamental framework of the project
1. Basic Assumptions – Inclusive Education
2. Partners in TdiverS: Diversity in disciplines, expertise, experiences,

and country situation = Learning from and with each other 
3. Aims and objectives for our research and networking
4. Progress over the past three years

2. Final conference
1. Lessons Learned
2. Collected Data – the USB Stick
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Structure
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√1
“We believe and proclaim that:
• every child has a fundamental right to education, and must be given the opportunity to 

achieve and maintain an acceptable level of learning,
• every child has unique characteristics, interests, abilities and learning needs,
• education systems should be designed and educational programmes implemented to 

take into account the wide diversity of these characteristics and needs,
• those with special needs must have access to regular schools which should 

accommodate them within a child-centred pedagogy capable of meeting these needs,
• Regular schools with this inclusive orientation are the most effective means of 

combating discriminatory attitudes, creating welcoming communities, building an 
inclusive society and achieving education for all; moreover, they provide an effective 
education to the majority of children and improve the efficiency and ultimately the cost-
effectiveness of the entire education system.”

Inclusion 
(UNESCO, Salamanca Statement 1994)
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„Inclusion is thus seen as a process of addressing and responding to the 
diversity of needs of all children, youth and adults through increasing 
participation in learning, cultures and communities, and reducing and 
eliminating exclusion within and from education. It involves changes and 
modifications in content, approaches, structures and strategies, with a 
common vision that covers all children of the appropriate age range and a 
conviction that it is the responsibility of the regular system to educate all 
children. (UNESCO. 2003. Overcoming Exclusion through Inclusive 
Approaches in Education. A challenge and a vision. Paris.) 

Inclusion 
(UNESCO, Policy Guidelines for Inclusion)
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Gliederung

“... it is no longer about the inclusion of children with 
special needs in the public school, but about living and 
learning for all children in one public school.“

(Deppe-Wolfinger 2012)
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Inclusion?
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Quota of Pupils with Special Educational Needs in 
Special Schools or Classes (NESSE 2012, 19)
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Retrospective – A look back to the start
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(Picture of a winding street – downhill from a Mountain)

Gliederung
“Research [on inclusive education] has rather collected artifacts
of an exclusion-, selection- and segregation-based pseudo 
integration, which was later on labelled as inclusion, rather than 
finally entering into a solid, comprehensive, and profound 
human-scientific discourse (not only in education) about the 
crucial question of any pedagogy – namely the didactics ... that 
would make attributions like „severely handicapped“ or „highly 
gifted“ disappear.“

(Georg Feuser: Researcher on inclusive education since 1970. 
Statement during the 25th annual conference of the researchers 
on inclusion of the German-speaking countries in Bremen 2011)
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Inclusive Education and Didactics
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Stepping Stones toward Inclusive Educational 
Research (Merz-Atalik 2014)

Integration 
Research

Integrating minorities, 
disadvantaged groups

Differences

Differentiation

Exclusion 
Research

Exclusion of minorities, 
disadvantaged groups

Construction of 
“deficits”

Barriers to inclusion/ 
participation

Inclusion 
Research

Full inclusion 
of “all”

Diversity

Universal Design/ 
Individualization
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Focus 
of

TdiverS
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� Stefanija Alisauskiene (Lithuania)
� Michelle Brendel (Luxembourg)
� Gerardo Echeita (Spain)
� Renata Geleziniene (Lithuania)
� Hafdis Guð jónsdóttir (Iceland)
� Johanna Karlsdottir (Iceland)
� Rita Meliene (Lithuania)
� Kerstin Merz-Atalik (Germany)
� Lina Milteniene (Lithuania)
� Edda Óskarsdóttir (Iceland)
� Markus Plath (Germany)
� Elisabeth Persson (Sweden)
� Bengt Persson (Sweden)
� Justin J.W. Powell (Luxembourg)
� Kęstutis Šaltis (Lithuania)
� Marta Sandoval (Spain)
� Anneli Schwartz (Sweden)
� Cecilia Simón (Spain)
� Sabine Stuber-Bartmann (Germany)
� Heike Tiemann (Germany)
� Katja Weber (Germany)10

Members of the Consortium TdiverS
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Kick-Off-Meeting in Ludwigsburg (Dec. 2013)
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� Introduction to the project, its aims and 
objectives, and the organizational 
framework and work packages; 

� Get to know each other and approve the 
aims, goals, and framework of the 
project in the consortium.

Gliederung
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Our goal
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www.tdivers.eu
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1. Consortium Meeting in Boras, Sweden (May 2014)

� Consideration of basic assumptions 
(concepts of inclusion, of inclusive 
teaching, teacher training systems…);

� Framework for literature reviews, 
discussion papers; 

� Introduction to the situation of inclusive 
education in schools and policies in the 
partner countries.
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Gliederung
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1. Conference + 2. Consortium Meeting in 
Luxembourg (Nov. 2014)

� Conference 
� Invitation of 40 guests from all partner-countries; 
� Public conference and world café with Ministry of 

Education and based on the experiences of 
inclusive teaching practices from the 6 countries.

� 150 Participants

� Consortium Meeting
� Framework for the video pre-production; 
� Best examples of (inclusion) films; 
� Discussion with film team from Luxembourg and 

representatives of organizations of persons with 
disabilities.

!
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3. Consortium Meeting in Madrid, Spain (May 2015)

� School visits and interviews with teachers, 
principals, parents and pupils with and 
without special educational needs;

� Content/technical framework for video 
production and final structure;

� Framework for literature review.
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Gliederung

16

4. Consortium Meeting in Reykjavik, Iceland 
(Nov. 2015)
Seminar
� Networking with other EU Comenius projects in the 

field of inclusive education or teacher training;
� Invitation of 12 persons and representatives from other 

EU Comenius projects

Consortium Meeting 
� School visits;
� Reflection on first video productions.

!
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5. Consortium Meeting in Vilnius, Lithuania
(May 2016)

� School visits; 
� Preparation of final conference and 

program;
� Reflections on final video productions.
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Gliederung
� Presentation of the final product –

the USB stick with material and 
videos for teacher 
professionalization – to the public

� Giving the opportunity to have more 
insights by meeting the colleagues 
from the schools in workshops

� Getting into a dialogue with different 
actors, stakeholders, and change 
managers about the opportunities to 
share our lessons learned and 
research findings
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Last Consortium Meeting and Final 
Conference in Ludwigsburg (Nov. 2016)
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The USB-Stick with the collected data and 
videographic material

A Collection 
� ...of videos, interviews, 

texts, links and literature
� ...from all 6 countries
� ...from primary and 

secondary schools,
� ...with teachers’, 

students’ & parents’ 
voices

� ...for teacher education 
and professionalization

!
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The USB-Stick with the collected data and 
videographic material

Choose country

and video

(for example: Spain)

!
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The USB-Stick with the collected data and 
videographic material

Information 
about the video
in 6 languages
of the
consortium and
in English (an 
example from
Lithuania)
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The USB-Stick with the collected data and 
videographic material

Information about the team
involved into the video production
(Luxembourg)

Literature relevant to the video
(for example: Luxembourg)

!
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The USB-Stick with the collected data and 
videographic material

Start the video with comments
and an English subtitel
(for example: Iceland)
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The USB-Stick with the collected data and 
videographic material

For example:

A presentation from an inclusive 
learning situation at a German 
Primary School with Comments 
and English slides (Germany)

Texts from different authors about
inclusive education and inclusive 
didactics
(translated into English)

Links to international ressources
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"Great visions not only need
wings, but also a landing
gear to land upon.“

Neil Armstrong (Pilot & Astronaut)
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(A picture of the astronaut
Neil Armstrong – First step

on the moon.)
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"Great visions not only need wings, 
but also 
Great staff!!!

Ute Kahle (Projekt Management 2013-2015)
Katja Weber (Projekt Management 2014-2016)
Marina Rinis (Project Management in 2016)
Our famous students: Alisa, Damian, Julian, Marius
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Thank you!
Danke!

(A picture with different 
colours and a bottle of

champagne)


